Feitsma Flins
Faans fwar it Frysk

Direction of the Fryske Akademy 2020-2023

Petition to the King's Commissioner and the Executive Council of Fryslan

16 September 2020

The Fryske Akademy was founded in 1938 with the aim of conducting research into Frisian
language and culture in the broadest sense of the word. Since the year of its founding and the
first decades of its existence, much has changed. In 1989, on the authority of the Minister of
Education, the Fryske Akademy became affiliated with the Royal Dutch Academy of Sciences
and Arts in Amsterdam (KNAW) as an independent institute. At the time, that was a suitable
means of embedding the Fryske Akademy in the whole of scientific practice in the Netherlands.
However, the Fryske Akademy currently works together with the University Campus Fryslan; the
NHL Stenden University of Applied Sciences; the Universities of Groningen, Amsterdam,
Utrecht, Nijmegen and Maastricht; the Institute for the Dutch Language in Leiden; Tresoar;
AFUK and the Frisian Social Planning Office. The one-sided administrative affiliation with the
KNAW is therefore no longer in line with current practice.

In addition, the KNAW does not have the expertise to move an institute like the Fryske
Akademy forward as well as possible. The KNAW is solely focused on conducting research and
monitoring its quality. However, in addition to its scientific endeavors, the Fryske Akademy has
an important social mission. During the 80 years of its existence, the academy has provided the
basic facilities for knowledge, development and education in the Frisian language, history and
culture. That is precisely why the Province of Fryslan invests a great deal of money and energy in
the institute. This two-track scientific and social policy is also advantageous as there are no other
institutes in Fryslan that have the expertise to carry out all that work. In Dutch studies and
historiography, these tasks are assigned to separate, specialized institutes and universities while
Fryslan actually has only one comprehensive institute for all of these tasks.

The management of such an institute requires a jack of all trades. By all means, this individual
must have a substantial scientific stature, but he or she cannot function properly without broad,
in-depth knowledge of the ‘Fryske mienskip’. The Fryske Akademy has been dealing with an
administrative crisis for some time. There has been no scientific leadership for nearly three years.
Even worse, supervision in the field of its social mission has been lacking for more than ten
years. That is why the Fryske Akademy now primarily needs a director who is cognizant of the
institute's position in the 'Fryske mienskip'. To our mind, the search for a top scholar from
abroad, as suggested in the media, does not seem to be a good priority. The institute is running a
great risk by bringing in someone who still has to fully familiarize him- or herself with the
specific character of the Fryske Akademy and who first has to gain insight into the academy's
mission and how it should be realized. Conversely, someone with administrative qualities is
needed, someone who can stimulate and motivate people scientifically, who already has a wide
network in the province, and of course a clear vision concerning the position of a scientific
institute in the community. In this manner a quite broad direction for the Fryske Akademy can be
developed anew.
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For this reason, we make an urgent appeal to the King's Commissioner and the Executive
Council of Fryslan to intervene without delay. In 2023, the position of the Fryske Akademy will
again be determined for a period of five years in the Administrative Agreement on Frisian
Language and Culture. Before that takes place, there must be clarity concerning the position and
the direction of the Fryske Akademy in the whole of the scientific community in and outside
Fryslan, as well as about what Fryslan expects from its Akademy.

The Province of Fryslan should now take the lead and ensure that a board of directors is
appointed who will address and elaborate these questions and thus enable the Fryske Akademy as
an enterprise to get back on its feet before 2023. Top scholars will come of their own accord. For
now, it would be better to keep in mind that in 1938, the Fryske Akademy was co-founded by

Titus Brandsma, at that time professor at the University of Nijmegen. He wasn’t from Harvard,

he was from Hartwert.

Mr. Nynke van Amerongen-Huizenga
Ald-skriuwer Bestjoerdersferiening CDA

Driebergen-Rijsenburg

Maaike Andringa
Dosint Frysk & Klassike Talen
Ljouwert

Jelle Bangma
Underwiisadviseur Meartaligens
Deinum

Nynke Beetstra
Ald-buroredakteur Omrop Fryslan
Grou

Drs. B. Bekius
Dosint
Assen

Dr. Geart Benedictus
Bestjoerder en Fries

De Jouwer

Pier Bergsma

Foarsitter Ried fan de Fryske Beweging

Hurdegaryp

Bearn Bilker
Histoarikus/skriuwer
Aldwald

Rianne Blokzijl
Dosint en MA-studint Frysk
Akkrum

Daniél de Boer
Studint RUG

Kollumersweach

It. Frank de Boer
Bestjoerslid Feitsma Fuans
Ljouwert

Martha Boer-van Slooten
Frisiaste
Stiens

Piter Boersma

Skriuwer en ald-meiwurker fan de Fryske
Akademy

Loenen aan de Vecht

L. Bonnema
Frjentsjer

Willem Duijff

Studint Europeeske Talen en
Kultueren oan de RUG
Damwald

Nynke Duijff-Veenstra
Ald-meiwurker Fryske Akademy 1989-2009
Damwald
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Dr. Siebren Dyk
Ald-meiwurker Fryske Akademy
Jorwert

Drs. Th. Dykstra
Ald-learare-oplieder basisinderwiis
Itens

Drs. C.D. van Es
Eindhoven

Drs. Liskje Flapper
Dosint Frysk PABO NHL Stenden
Burchwert

Drs. Lolke Folkertsma
Ald-provinsje-argivaris en
ryksargivaris Oerisel
Swol

Dr. Babs Gezelle Meerburg
Haaddosint Learareoplieding Nederlands
Frysk NHL Stenden

Ljouwert

Dr. Karel F. Gildemacher
Selsstannich Gndersiker
De Jouwer

Eelke Goodijk
Underwiisadviseur Cedin sintrum
Meartaligens

Ternaard

Drs. Ate Grijpstra
Dosint, muzikant en skriuwer
Butenpost

Drs. Sytze T. Hiemstra
Frisist en underwiiskundige
Drachten

Prof.dr. Jarich Hoekstra
Professor foar Frisistyk
Kiel (D)

Dr. Sipke Huismans
Foarsitter Kraspunt
Stienwyk

Eelke Jager
Lid Orde van den Prince
Nuenen

Fokke Jagersma
Projektkoordinator
De Westereen

Gosta Jellema
Frisiaste
Ljouwert

Prof.dr. Goffe Jensma
Heechlearaar Fryske Taal
en Letterkunde RUG
Grins

Dr. T.S.B. Johnston
Oersetter, redacteur, trainer
Amsterdam

Dr. Folkert de Jong
Ald-lid Maatskiplike Advysried Fryske
Akademy

Sanne de Jong

Learkréft basisinderwiis en
Master-studint Underwiiswittenskippen
Grou

Drs. J.M.C. de Jonge
Voorzitter CCR Kennemerhart
Haarlem

Dr. Reitze J. Jonkman
Dosint Frysk CVO Sudwest-Fryslan
De Gerdyk

Drs. Reitze Jonkman
Dosint Wiskunde
Drachten
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M.M. Kingma BA
Studint
Burgum

Sigrid Kingma MA

Meiwurker tndersyk en underwiis Lektoraat

Meartaligens en Skriftlike Taalbehearsking
NHL Stenden
Grins

Drs. Martha Kist
Kolleksjefoarmer Tresoar
Ljouwert

Hedzer Klarenbeek
Bestjoerslid Dingtiid
Ljouwert

J.S. Knol
Ald-redakteur Friese Pers Boekerij
Feanwalden

Ed Knotter
Afdk-lesjouwer
Beetstersweach

Prof.dr. Kees van der Kooi

Emeritus Hoogleraar Systematische
Theologie Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam en
Distinguished Lecturer ESAA/EURAC
Erasmus Universiteit Rotterdam
Driebergen

Dz. Joop W. Koopmans
Associate professor Skiednis RUG
Grins

Ciska Kramer
Dosint Ingelsk
Goutum

Jaap Kramer
Frisiast
Stiens

Dr. Jelle Krol
Ald-bestjoerslid Fryske Akademy
Ljouwert

Dr. F.J. van der Kuip
Taalkundige Fryske Akademy
Feanwalden

Dr. Johanneke Liemburg
Biografe Fedde Schurer
Wommels

Ds. Alex van Ligten
Theolooch en oersetter
Snits

Joke van der Linden
Organisator Dichtersfestival
Amsterdam

André Looijenga MA
Klassikus, skriuwer, taalkenner
Oentsjerk

Drs. Irénke Meekma
Foarsitter Feitsma Fans
Amsterdam

Drs. W. van der Meer
Ald-meiwurker Afak
Jorwert

Ds. Johannes van der Meer

Emearitus Menniste Damny
Akkrum

Hindrik van der Meer
Muzikus
Fans by Jorwert

Mtr.drs. Pieter Meerdink
Voorzitter Kunstkade
Ljouwert

Cees van der Meulen
Ald-konrektor Bogerman Snits
Grou

Aant Mulder
Bestjoerder Ried fan de Fryske Beweging,

redakteur De Nije, kollumnist
Balk
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Dr. Bertus Mulder
Ald-deputearre fan Fryslan
Feanwalden

Henk Oly
Histoarikus
Ljouwert

M.C. Oosterveld-Egas Reparaz
Vertaler, lexicograaf
Eindhoven

Teake Oppewal
Ald-meiwurker Tresoar
Ljouwert

Nina Peckelsen
Bestjoerslid Feitsma Fans
Ketlik

Durkje Plantinga
Ald-bestjoerslid Feitsma Fans
Boalsert

Durk van der Ploeg
Skriuwer
Noardburgum

Syb van der Ploeg Bac. Ed.
Ald-dosint
Broeksterwald

Anne Tjerk Popkema
Frisist en Lid fan de Fryske Akademy
Grins

Drs. Jan Popkema
Frisist
Burgum

Drs. Henk Popma
Histoarikus
Ljouwert

Arie Pos

Vertaler
Cete (Portugal)

Drs. Jantsje Post
Oersetster
Winaam

Piter Post
Aldboer

Seisbierrum

Dr. Oane Reitsma

Associate researcher Protestantse
Theologische Universiteit
Enschede

Meindert Reitsma MA
Ljouwert

Dr. AM.]J. Riemersma
Ald-lektor Frysk en Meartaligens
Ljouwert

Jacob Roep
Museumdocent Fries Museum
Ljouwert

Gerhild van Rooij
Galerie Bloemrijk Vertrouwen
Aldtsjerk

Drs. ML.A. de Ruiter
Ald-bestjoerslid Feitsma Fans
Boalsert

Trevor Scarse
Bestjoerslid It Skriuwersboun

Drs. T.R.A. Simonides
Ald-learaar skiednis en pastor
Burdaard

Pytsje van der Sluis
Tolk / Oersetter
Drachten

Drs. Jabik Veenbaas
Filosoof, skriuwer, oetrsetter
Castricum
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Drs. Redbad Veenbaas
Undersiker Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam
Amstelveen

Drs. Foppe Venema

Koérdinator fan 'e Nederlanse 6fdieling fan

Lycée International Ferney-Voltaire
Frankryk

Willem Verf
Damwald

Fardou Visser

Studint Fryske taal en letterkunde
oan de RUG

Grins

Sieta de Vries MSc
Dosint Frysk PABU NHL Stenden
Gytsjerk

Ds. Hinne Wagenaar
Kleasterpastor Nijkleaster
Jorwert

Ans Wallinga MA
Dosint Fryske taal en kultuer, OSG
Singelland, it Drachtster Lyseum

Garyp

Dr. Albert P. Walsweer

Associate Lektor Meartaligens & Skriftlike
Taalbehearsking NHL Stenden

Goutum

Dr. J.D.Th. Wassenaar
Dumny
Hellendoorn

Dr. Jant van der Weg-Laverman
Lid en ald-leksikograaf fan

de Fryske Akademy

Ljouwert

Drs. Japke Wiersema-Fortuin
Dosint
Ljouwert

Drs. Henk Wolf
Taalkundige
Lula
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